THE MEMOIRS OF
he became neglected of all, was forced to abscond, in danger to lose all he had gotten, and his life with it. And his family, raised from private gentleman to marquis (for a patent was then passing for that honour), was now upon the brink of falling to less than yeoman ; inasmuch as the meanest subject would scarce now have changed positions with him, whom the greatest envied so lately before. This confirmed me in the opinion that a middle estate was ever the best, not so lowly as to be trodden upon, nor so high as to be in danger to be shaken with the blasts of envy. Not so lazy as not to endeavour to be distinguished in some measure from men of the same rank by one's own industry ; nor so ambitious as to sacrifice the ease of this life, and the hopes of happiness hi the next, to climb over the heads of others, to a greatness of uncertain continuance. And I take this to be the fit and just care of a father of children, and of the chief of a family, so to endeavour to provide for the one, and to improve the other, as not to endanger the ruin of both. It was my kindness to this, I confess (as much as anything in my own temper), which made me launch into the world at elder years, when I had passed my younger (and was fitter for business) more retiredly, as what I have given an account of heretofore will demonstrate; but when I had children as I had at this time, I resolved to make use of those few parts which God had given me to try if by any just and safe -means I could acquire something to mend their condition; which, by Grod's mercy to me, I in some measure succeeded in.
March 26. I wrote to his royal highness, and gave him an account how affairs passed here. Several disputes happened between the two Houses in the case of this lord, the Lords adhering to their bill of banishment, the Commons to their bill of attainder, till at last it came to a free conference. This business, and that of the plot, took up the time of both Houses for a long time. It